
1 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

By Anonymous traveler (2022) 
I recently embarked on an unforgettable 

journey to the captivating nation of Timor-Leste, a 
hidden gem nestled in Southeast Asia. This trip allowed 
me to soak in the rich history and cultural wonders of 
this beautiful country. From the moment I arrived in 
Dili, the capital city, until the end of the day in Liquica, I 
encountered a myriad of fascinating attractions. 

 
After landing in Dili, my adventure began with a 

visit to the famous Cristo Rei statue, a towering 
monument that offers breathtaking views of the city 
and its picturesque coastline. Strolling through the 
lively and vibrant "Tais" Market, I couldn't resist the opportunity to shop for authentic local handicrafts 
and textiles, truly immersing myself in Timor-Leste's traditional culture. 

 
Continuing my exploration, I visited the awe-inspiring Dili Cathedral, a significant religious 

landmark with stunning architectural details. Moving forward, I entered the Resistance Museum, which 
served as a poignant reminder of Timor-Leste's struggle for independence. The exhibits were incredibly 
informative, shedding light on the resilience and determination of its people. 

 
The following morning, I indulged in a delicious breakfast before embarking on a scenic drive 

towards Maubisse, a charming, elevated town nestled amidst Timor-Leste's rolling hills. On the way, I 
made a brief stop at Dili Port, capturing the bustling atmosphere of this important maritime hub. 

 
Arriving in Maubisse, I was greeted by the serene 

surroundings of Peace Park. The park, with its meticulously 
landscaped gardens and tranquil ambiance, provided a perfect 
respite from the usual hustle and bustle. My next stop took me to the 
historic Santa Cruz Cemetery, a somber site commemorating the 
victims of the struggle for independence. 

 
As I ventured west towards the Indonesia border into West 

Timor, I arrived in the quaint town of Liquica. This town boasts a 
unique blend of Portuguese buildings and an old Dutch fort, 
reflecting its colonial past. Exploring these architectural wonders 
was a real treat, offering insight into the region's history and cultural 
influences. 
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A short distance away, I discovered Balibo 
village, which played a significant role during the 
Indonesian invasion. The village exuded a sense of 
resilience and was a testament to Timor-Leste's 
enduring spirit. In the evening, my local guide took me 
on a captivating cave walk, unveiling hidden secrets 
and stories associated with this extraordinary natural 
phenomenon. 

 
My journey exploring Timor-Leste's cultural 

treasures came to an end in Liquica. As I reflected on 
the trip, I couldn't help but be moved by the country's 
profound history and warm hospitality. Timor-Leste's blend of natural beauty, cultural heritage, and 
historical significance makes it a destination worth experiencing and cherishing. 

 
We embarked on a remarkable adventure, starting from Timor-Leste and venturing westward, 

crossing the Mota’ain border into Indonesia. Our first stop was Kefamenanu town, home to Gua Bitauni, 
an archeological site belonging to the Aplasi tribe. The drive towards Oehala allowed us to soak in the 
picturesque surroundings. Upon arrival, we were greeted by the majestic Oehala Falls, a breathtaking 
natural wonder. The town also offered other attractions such as the Kupang National Museum, Oeba 
Market, Monkey Forest, and the enchanting Lasiana Beach. 

 
Leaving Kefamenanu early the next morning, we embarked on an exciting journey to Labuan Bajo, 

the gateway to Komodo National Park. Located in the vibrant Flores Island in Indonesia, this remote 
destination promised us an unforgettable encounter with one of nature's most fascinating creatures – 
the mighty Komodo Dragons. 

 
Our first stop was Rinca Island, home to a large population of these majestic reptiles. As we 

ventured through the park's rugged landscapes and dense vegetation, our hearts raced with anticipation. 
And there they were, the famed Komodo Dragons, basking lazily in the sun or lurking in the shadows. 
Despite their imposing presence, our experienced guide assured us of a safe and informative experience, 
allowing us to observe these ancient creatures from a respectful distance. 

 
Leaving Rinca Island behind, we couldn't wait to explore the wonders of Padar Island. Known for 

its stunning and panoramic views, we were eager to witness the postcard-perfect landscapes that lay in 
wait. As we hiked through rugged trails, the mesmerizing beauty of the island unfolded before our eyes. 
The breathtaking vistas from the summit left us in awe – a fusion of turquoise waters, lush greenery, and 
dramatic cliffs greeted us at every turn. 

 
But the adventure didn't end there. In our exploration of Padar Island, we discovered the hidden 

gem known as the Pink Beach. Its soft, blush-colored 
sand and crystal-clear waters created an ethereal 
atmosphere. We waded in the shallows, marveled at 
the thriving marine life in the nearby coral reefs, and 
savored the tranquility of this unique slice of paradise. 

 
To make the most of our time in Komodo 

National Park, we decided to embark on a live-aboard 
boat experience. This allowed us to witness the 
stunning sunrises over the horizon and indulge in 
scrumptious breakfast spreads as we cruised through 
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the pristine, crystal-clear waters. From the comfort of 
our floating sanctuary, we were treated to a front-row 
seat to the park's breathtaking landscapes, as if we 
were living in a nature documentary. 

 
As we bid farewell to Labuan Bajo and Komodo 

National Park, we carried with us memories that will 
last a lifetime. The thrilling encounters with Komodo 
Dragons, the enchanting panoramas of Padar Island, 
and the serene beauty of the Pink Beach all made for an 
adventure we will never forget. Komodo National Park 
truly lives up to its reputation as a natural wonder, 
offering a blend of awe-inspiring wildlife, picturesque 
vistas, and a sense of awe in every moment. 

 
Continuing our Indonesian expedition, we 

boarded a flight to Makassar, a bustling city that captivated us with its vibrant street scenes and rich 
cultural heritage. As we strolled through the lively Somba Opu Street, the air was filled with the enticing 
aromas of local delicacies being cooked in open-air stalls. The colorful facades of the shops and cafes 
added to the lively atmosphere, making it a truly delightful experience. 

 
One of the highlights of our visit was the magnificent 99 Domes Mosque, an architectural marvel 

that stood tall against the city skyline. We were awestruck by the intricate designs and the grandeur of 
the mosque, especially when viewed from the scenic Losari Beach. As the waves gently lapped against 
the shore, we marveled at the sight of the mosque, seemingly floating above the waters, creating a 
mesmerizing image. 

 
To delve deeper into Makassar's fascinating history, we visited Fort Rotterdam, a historic fort that 

once served as a stronghold for the Dutch East Indies Company. Walking along the ramparts and 
exploring the corridors, we could almost feel the echoes of the past reverberating through the walls. The 
fort offered us a glimpse into the city's colonial past and its important role in trade and defense 
throughout the centuries. 

 
Our adventure continued with a visit to Paotere Harbor, a bustling maritime hub that has been 

central to Makassar's trade for centuries. The harbor was a hive of activity, with fishing boats lining the 
docks, colorful sails billowing in the wind, and fishermen expertly going about their daily routines. It was 
a fascinating sight, giving us a glimpse into the lives of the locals and their deep connection to the sea. 
Amidst the natural wonders of Makassar, we embarked on an excursion to Rammang-Rammang. This 
breathtaking destination took us on a journey through striking limestone hills and a mesmerizing black 
karst stone forest. We sailed along the river, surrounded by towering cliffs and lush greenery, feeling as 
if we had entered a hidden paradise. The beauty of Rammang-Rammang left us in awe, and we couldn't 
help but admire the wonders of nature that surrounded us. 

 
Our time in Makassar was an unforgettable experience, filled with architectural marvels, glimpses 

into history, and encounters with the beauty of nature. This bustling city had enthralled us with its 
vibrant street scenes and its ability to seamlessly blend the old with the new. As we left Makassar, we 
carried with us memories that would forever remind us of its unique charm and captivating allure. we 
were immediately immersed in the natural beauty of the region. Jayapura, with its lush landscapes and 
azure waters, provided a serene backdrop for our adventures. 
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We wasted no time and embarked on a thrilling journey to 
visit Sentani Lake, a stunning body of water surrounded by thick 
forests. The crystal-clear lake mirrored the towering mountains, 
creating a breathtaking panorama. We couldn't resist taking a boat 
ride to explore the lake and get closer to its idyllic islands. As we 
navigated through the water, we were captivated by the traditional 
stilt houses, known as "rumah panggung," that dotted the lake's 
shoreline. 

 
Our exploration of Jayapura also included a visit to Base-G 

Beach, known for its pristine sands and turquoise waters. We spent 
a relaxing afternoon soaking up the sun, swimming in the refreshing 
ocean, and indulging in delicious local seafood. The beach's tranquil 
ambiance provided us with a much-needed escape from the hustle 
and bustle of our daily lives. 

 
One of the highlights of our time in Jayapura was a trek to the 

breathtaking Cycloop Mountains. As we hiked through the dense 
rainforest, we were surrounded by an abundance of flora and fauna. 
The air was filled with the melodious songs of tropical birds, and we 
were fortunate enough to catch a glimpse of the vibrant paradise birds in their natural habitat. Upon 
reaching the summit, we were rewarded with panoramic views of the vast Papuan landscape, stretching 
as far as the eye could see. 

 
To immerse ourselves in the local culture, we made sure to visit the Papua Provincial Museum in 

Jayapura. The museum provided us with a deeper understanding of the region's history and its diverse 
indigenous tribes. We marveled at the intricate artifacts, traditional costumes, and ancient weaponry on 
display, gaining insight into the rich cultural heritage of Papua. 

 
Our time in Jayapura was filled with awe-inspiring moments and unforgettable experiences. 

Sadly, it was time to bid farewell to this magnificent region and head back home. As we boarded our flight, 
we couldn't help but reflect on the remarkable beauty and cultural richness we had encountered during 
our journey through the Toraja Highlands and Jayapura. 

 
We continued our adventurous journey to the remote and captivating Baliem Valley in Papua.  

Upon our arrival in Jayapura in the early morning, we quickly continued onwards with another flight to 
the Wamena region, the gateway to Baliem Valley. As we began to explore, one of the first places that 
piqued our interest was Napua Hill, which provided a panoramic view of the stunning Sinatma Village, 
home to the indigenous Dani Tribe. The village nestled amidst the lush greenery of the valley, allowing 
us to truly appreciate the unspoiled beauty of this region. Our journey carried us to Wesaput, where we 
were treated to a visit to a hanging bridge that seemed 
to defy gravity. The local market bustled with activity, 
offering an opportunity to immerse ourselves in the 
vibrant daily life of the community. Afterward, we 
indulged in a delicious breakfast that featured local 
culinary delights, savoring the flavors of this unique 
destination. 

 
As we continued our journey deeper into the 

heart of Baliem Valley, we stumbled upon a hidden gem 
called Sogokmo village. Nestled amidst the lush 
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landscapes, Sogokmo instantly captivated us with its 
enchanting aura of tranquility. The village seemed to be 
drenched in serenity, as if time had stood still in this 
remote corner of the world. 

 
Upon our arrival, we were greeted by the 

pristine beauty of the surroundings. The Baliem River, 
flowing gracefully through the village, provided a 
picturesque backdrop that took our breath away. We 
couldn't resist spending moments marveling at the way 
the crystal-clear water mirrored the surrounding 
mountains and verdant foliage. 

 
However, it wasn't just the natural splendor that fascinated us; it was the warmth and welcoming 

nature of the local people that truly made our visit to Sogokmo unforgettable. As we mingled with the 
villagers, we sensed their genuine eagerness to share their way of life with us. Their smiles and 
hospitality embraced us, instantly making us feel like a part of their tight-knit community. 
During our time in Sogokmo, we had the privilege of engaging in various local activities that provided us 
with a glimpse into the villagers' daily routines. We joined them in traditional farming practices, learning 
about their agricultural techniques and the deep-seated bond they have with the land. We listened to 
their stories, passed down from generation to generation, providing us with a deeper understanding of 
their traditions and customs. 

 
One highlight of our visit was the opportunity to witness a traditional dance performance. The 

villagers gracefully moved to the rhythm of ancient melodies, their colorful attire aligning with the 
vibrant spirit of their traditions. The rhythmic beats of the accompanying music seemed to echo the pulse 
of the community itself, resonating with our souls and connecting us to the essence of Sogokmo. 
As we reluctantly bid farewell to Sogokmo, we carried with us precious memories that had shaped our 
understanding of this extraordinary village. The serene beauty of the surroundings, coupled with the 
genuine warmth of the locals, had left an indelible mark on our hearts. Sogokmo had taught us the 
importance of embracing simplicity, savoring the present moment, and cherishing the meaningful 
connections we forge along our travels. 

 
As the days unfolded in Baliem Valley, we discovered ourselves enthralled by the mesmerizing 

riches that this hidden gem had in store for us. Each day brought new adventures, exposing us to the 
vibrant culture and ancient traditions of the region.  

 
After fueling ourselves with a hearty breakfast, we embarked on an unforgettable journey to Obia 

Village, where the wonders of the Dani Tribe awaited. Our anticipation grew, knowing that we were about 
to witness something truly special.  

 
As we approached the village, a sense of excitement filled the air. The rhythmic beating of drums 

and echoes of chanting guided us towards the heart of the Dani Tribe's culture. The mesmerizing sound 
grew louder with every step, enticing us closer to the spectacle that awaited us. Arriving at the village 
square, a breathtaking scene unfolded before our eyes. The Dani Tribe, adorned in their traditional war 
attire, stood tall and proud, ready to showcase their ancient war dance. With every step they took, the 
earth seemed to tremble beneath their feet, connecting us to their powerful spirit and valor. 

 
The war dance commenced, and we were instantly transported back in time. The rhythmic 

movements and synchronized gestures depicted the stories of battles fought and territories conquered. 
It was as if history was being brought to life before our very eyes. 
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Witnessing this ancestral tradition was an awe-inspiring experience. The passion and energy 

exuded by the performers were contagious, enveloping us in their captivating performance. We held our 
breaths, captivated by their skillful maneuvers and the tales they told through their dance. 
But the grandeur of the experience didn't end there. Following the exhilarating war dance, we were 
invited to partake in a magnificent feast hosted by the Dani Tribe. The centerpiece of this lavish spread 
was none other than a pig, a symbol of prosperity and status within their community. 
We marveled at the sight of this succulent roast, prepared with love and care. The aroma wafted through 
the air, tempting our taste buds, and making our mouths water. We joined the tribe in celebrating their 
abundance, indulging ourselves in this culinary delight that represented their ancestral legacy. 
As we embraced this moment, sharing laughter and stories with the Dani Tribe, we couldn't help but 
appreciate the privilege we had been bestowed – a window into their ancient customs and a deeper 
understanding of their rich cultural heritage. 

 
In Baliem Valley, time seemed to stand still, allowing us to witness the echoes of the past and 

envision how tribal wars unfolded. The experience humbled us, reminding us of the resilience and 
tenacity of the human spirit. It was a journey that surpassed our expectations, leaving an indelible mark 
on our souls. As we bid farewell to Obia Village and the Dani Tribe, gratitude filled our hearts. We carried 
with us the cherished memories of that day, knowing that we had been fortunate enough to witness 
something truly extraordinary. Baliem Valley had gifted us an invaluable glimpse into the past, a treasure 
that would forever be etched in our travel memoirs. 

 
As we continued our exploration through the enchanting landscapes of Papua, we stumbled upon 

two extraordinary villages - Anemoigi and Sumpaima. Nestled amidst lush greenery and surrounded by 
majestic peaks, these hidden gems unveiled a spectacular surprise that left us in awe. 
In the heart of these villages, a prized possession awaited us - a 250-year-old mummy, defying the grasp 
of time and preserving a slice of history for generations to come. The mummy stood as a testament to the 
rich cultural heritage that thrives within these communities. 

 
In the hushed atmosphere of the village halls, we learned the captivating legends that veiled this 

remarkable mummy. The locals whispered stories of ancestors who walked the same paths we now trod, 
honoring their traditions and preserving their customs. The mummy took center stage, a cryptic figure 
that spoke volumes about the reverence and respect for ancestry. 

 
As we silently approached the ancient remains, the air 

tingled with anticipation. We observed with bated breath the 
meticulous preservation techniques employed by the villagers, 
ensuring that their cultural heritage remains intact. We marveled at 
the intricate tattoos decorating the mummy's skin and the finely 
woven traditional textiles draped across its body, delicately hinting 
at a world long forgotten. Moved by the poignant reminder of the 
cultural tapestry woven by these communities, we bid farewell to 
Anemoigi and Sumpaima, our minds filled with a profound 
appreciation for the past. 

 
Our journey back to Wamena took us to the captivating 

village of Wosilimo, where myth and reality intertwined. Nestled in 
the heart of nature, we couldn't resist embarking on an adventure 
into the depths of a natural cave that beckoned with an air of 
mystique and intrigue. 
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As we entered its ethereal darkness, the 
flickering glow of our torches revealed a mesmerizing 
spectacle. Over the centuries, nature had sculpted 
intricate formations, transforming the cave into a 
breathtaking gallery of stalactites and stalagmites. 
Translucent curtains of limestone cascaded from the 
ceiling, while ancient rock formations guarded secrets 
older than time itself.  

 
With each step, we discovered hidden 

chambers, each one captivating us with its unique 
design and awe-inspiring beauty. Whispers of ancient tales resonated in the cool, damp air as we 
wandered through a labyrinth of passageways. 

 
The natural cave of Wosilimo became our personal playground for exploration and marvel. Its 

grandeur reminded us of the unparalleled creativity of Mother Nature, who patiently crafted these 
astonishing creations beneath the earth's surface. 

 
Reluctantly, we bid farewell to the enchanting world of Wosilimo, forever grateful for the 

opportunity to witness such a marvel of nature. As we journeyed back to Wamena, our hearts were 
brimming with the extraordinary memories we had experienced in Anemoigi, Sumpaima, and Wosilimo. 
These hidden wonders had unfurled before us, offering a glimpse into the rich cultural heritage and 
ancient mysteries that lie within Papua. 

 
As our time in Baliem Valley drew to a close, we couldn't help but feel a pang of sadness. Before 

bidding farewell, we wanted to make the most of our remaining hours. So, we embarked on one last 
adventure to soak in the serene ambiance of Lake Sentani and explore the enlightening Anthropology 
Museum. 

 
With its crystal-clear waters and breathtaking surrounding landscapes, Lake Sentani provided 

the perfect backdrop for our contemplative moments. We strolled along its shores, taking in the beauty 
and tranquility that enveloped us. The reflection of the sky on the water seemed like a mirror into another 
world, inviting us to linger a little longer. 

 
Next, we ventured into the Anthropology Museum, eager to delve deeper into the rich cultural 

heritage of the Papuan people. The museum offered a captivating insight into their traditions, history, 
and way of life. Each artifact spoke volumes about the resilience and ingenuity of the indigenous tribes 
that call this region home. We left the museum feeling humbled and enlightened, appreciating the 
importance of preserving these stories for future generations. 

 
But our exploration didn't end there. We couldn't resist immersing ourselves in the vibrant 

atmosphere of Jayapura, the bustling capital of Papua. Hamadi Market beckoned us with its colorful stalls, 
brimming with unique souvenirs and local handicrafts. As we weaved through the lively market, our 
senses were enlivened by the sights, sounds, and scents of this vibrant city. We collected memorable 
souvenirs, reminders of the people we had met and the experiences we had shared. 
While our hearts overflowed with gratitude for the incredible moments we had cherished, we knew it 
was time to bid farewell to this extraordinary destination. With heavy hearts, we transferred to the 
airport in the early morning for our journey back to Jakarta, and eventually, the United States. As we 
boarded the plane, we couldn't help but reflect on the remarkable memories we had made and the 
exceptional people we had encountered throughout this cultural odyssey. 
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Embarking on this adventure to Baliem Valley had been a transformative experience for us. It had 
expanded our horizons, opening our eyes to the richness and diversity of cultures that exist in our world. 
We were captivated by the natural wonders that enveloped us, but it was the people we had met who 
truly left an indelible mark on our souls. 

 
The allure and magnetism of Papua's hidden gem, Baliem 

Valley, will forever hold a special place in our hearts. Its unspoiled 
beauty and the warm hospitality of its people beckon us to revisit its 
enchanting allure in the future. As we flew back, our hearts were 
heavy with a tinge of sadness, while our minds remained filled with 
cherished memories of a journey that had broadened our 
perspectives and deepened our appreciation for the wonders of our 
world. 

 
Our trip through Indonesia has been an unforgettable blend 

of natural wonders and cultural treasures. From the awe-inspiring 
waterfalls and panoramic views to encounters with Komodo 
Dragons and immersions into traditional Toraja villages, we had the 
privilege of experiencing the best that Indonesia has to offer. This 
journey showcased the incredible diversity and beauty of this vast 
archipelago, leaving us with lasting memories and a deep 
appreciation for the wonders of nature and the richness of 
Indonesia's cultural heritage. 
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