
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dr. Robert E. Bedeski is Professor Emeritus in the 

Department of Political Science at the University of 

Victoria, and Affiliate Professor at REECAS, Jackson 

School of International Studies, and University of 

Washington. He is also Honorary Professor at the 

University of British Columbia’s Institute of Asian 

Research. In 2008, he received an Honorary Doctorate 

from the Mongolia Academy of Sciences and was 

Visiting Aung San Suu Kyi Endowed Chair in Asian 

Democracy at the University of Louisville, Kentucky (2008-09).  

He was born in Detroit and went to Cass Technical High School. He served in the U.S. 

Army in Korea and Taiwan, received a doctorate in political science at the University of 

California (Berkeley). He has held professor positions at Ohio State University, Carleton 

University (Ottawa) and the University of Victoria. 

He has lived in China, South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan, and traveled globally. He has 

lectured tours to China, Russia, and Mongolia extensively. He speaks and reads Chinese. 

Since the beginning of his academic career, Dr. Bedeski has focused on the structure and 

formation of the Asian state in China, Japan, and Korea. Professor Bedeski is currently 

writing books on Genghis Khan and also a study of Korean political history. His books and 

articles include political studies of China, Japan, Mongolia, Korea, and Taiwan.  
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